
Rev. Dick Wynia, pastor of Vineyard Canadian Reformed Church, and a member of the board of 
Reformed Faith and Life – Canada, interviewed Rev. Edwer Dethan, missionary of the 
Smithville Canadian Reformed Church, who is working in West Timor, Indonesia.  This 
interview focusses on one aspect of that work: the use of a radio station, Sahabat FM, to 
broadcast gospel teaching into the surrounding area.  Reformed Faith and Life – Canada funds 
the broadcast of several evangelistic programs on the station.  Sahabat FM allows Rev. Dethan to 
reach out to listeners near and far (via internet) with the message of good news of salvation in 
Jesus Christ, and gives students of the Elpida School (established in conjunction with the mission 
work) opportunity to learn something about broadcasting. 

Can you describe the work that you are doing in Indonesia? 

Let me begin by praising our God Who has saved us through His Son, Jesus Christ, the head of 
the church.  It is through His strength that we are able to do mission work around the world. And 
it is because of His command that Smithville Canadian Reformed Church started the mission 
work in Indonesia.  We arrived in Kupang, West Timor in October 2003 to begin the work of 
reaching out with God’s word to the citizens of my hometown. 

The Lord has blessed this work beyond imagination, over the next years, nine churches were 
instituted and divided into two Classis.  After much consideration, discussion and prayer the 
churches decided in 2016 to form a federation called Gereja Gereja Reformed Indonesia Timor 
(GG-RIT).  It was not easy to start a new federation in the Indonesia context.  However, the 
churches really felt it very important to have their own federation for the sake of unity among 
themselves; hence from there on they also hoped for more contact with other churches in 
Indonesia.  The federation then appointed deputies for establishing and facilitating church 
relationships within Indonesia. 

Where are the churches that have been planted? 

GG-RIT churches and mission posts are mainly located on the island of Timor.  The first  
congregation was established in the city of Kupang; the other churches are located in various 
places where there was no other Reformed church.  The Lord willing, this year, we will open 
more mission posts on other islands. 

When did you come up with the idea for a radio station associated with the mission project? 

The Lord is an amazing God, Who works in amazing ways.  We had not thought of radio as a 
means to do mission work.  However, God in His providence, allowed me to meet several people 
with a passion for radio ministry in 2006.  It was fairly simple to purchase the transmitter and 
antenna.  Much more challenging was the process to obtain the broadcasting license.  Of course, 
this was a whole new venue for us; we had no experience whatsoever in this sort of thing. 

Indonesia is the largest Muslim country in the world.  All government ministries are controlled 
by Muslim leaders, and at that time, the minister for broadcasting happened to be an extremist 
Muslim. That made it nearly impossible for us to obtain a license.  The station was banned from 
broadcasting for more than 6 months.  Many times, a delegation came from Jakarta to investigate 
our station.  They had a thorough look at our vision and mission and content.  Upon review they 



rejected our request, because the content of the programs was by and large Christian.  That was 
very disappointing, and we asked ourselves, “Now what?” 

Matthew 10:16 gave us the answer: “I am sending you out like sheep in the midst of 
wolves.  Therefore, be as wise as serpents and innocent as doves.”  Re-formatting the programs 
was the way to move forward!  Originally, we had most of our slots filled with preaching and 
teaching the gospel, but we began to fill the schedule with programs that featured more dialogue.  
The presenter would raise a question or current issue, have the listeners call in with comments 
and/or questions and answer this from a Biblical perspective. 

This change was sufficient for a license to be issued!  The Lord surely works all things for the 
good of those who love Him (Romans 8:28).  Radio Sahabat FM has been operating with a legal 
license since 2007.  Each year we have to submit a report showing we remain within the 
boundaries of the broadcasting rules and regulations. 

How does the radio station function in the work that Mission Timor is doing? 

Most of our churches are in remote areas most of which have no electrical power.  The roads 
leading to these villages are often in poor condition, and even inaccessible during the rainy 
season.  Radio is often the only connection with the outside world.  Social media are making an 
entrance in Timor, yet radio remains the most effective way to communicate.  Radio does not 
depend on the power supply or internet connection, especially the solar-powered units are very 
much appreciated by those that do not have electricity. 

It is a challenge sometimes to get good reception, since Timor is a mountainous island.  One of 
our listeners said “We love the Sahabat programs, they are so upbuilding, always directing us to 
God’s Word.  Rare is the day when we do not tune it.  Unfortunately, there is just one spot in our 
house where reception is clear. In the evening, when all work has finished, we gather in the 
living room with our neighbours and our children take turns holding the antenna just so that 
reception is clear!” 

Who works at the station?  How far does your radio signal reach? 

The staff at Sahabat FM consists of a station manager, two full time announcers and a number of 
part time announcers.  Whenever there is a need for a technician, we hire someone for the job. 

Sahabat’s range covers most of the Island of West Timor and its surrounding islands (Rote, 
Semau and part of Flores Islands).  We know this based on incoming calls and messages, and 
surveys done by the announcers.  Listeners can also tune in via live streaming.  While internet 
access is limited throughout much of Timor, people living in other parts of Indonesia and 
Indonesians living abroad use live streaming to keep up with news from back home, and staying 
connected with local listeners. 

How important is Radio Sahabat to your mission work? 

Radio Sahabat is a vital tool to the mission work.  It opens up doors we would not otherwise be 
able to open.  The challenge with radio ministry is that you never know your whole audience and 
simply have to pray and trust that the Lord will work in His mysterious ways.  Listening to God’s 



Word via radio allows the interested to remain anonymous for however long they wish.  There 
are no expectations; decision making is left completely with the individual. This is ideal for 
many who are struggling with a difficult past and/or current sins.  The announcers always 
encourage people to take up contact directly with Sahabat FM for follow up.  Those that do call 
in and are interested to discuss further, in person or want to join a church, are referred to the 
pastor of a Reformed church in their area. 

Indonesia is a nation of many islands, and many dialects – does that create a barrier to your 
broadcasting efforts? 

There are over 800 languages spoken across the Indonesian archipelago.  Bahasa Indonesia is the 
official language spoken by about 94% of the 260 million inhabitants.  It is mainly the older 
people who struggle with Bahasa Indonesia, especially in the area of Soe.  The Reformed 
ministers and evangelists working in this area are competent in the local language and thus able 
to translate the programs they listen to and discuss together. 

Is radio/internet broadcasting especially beneficial in your Muslim-majority country? 

The advantage of radio/internet broadcasting in a Muslim- Majority country is that we are able to 
reach those that would otherwise be very hard to connect to.  Most of the songs played on 
Sahabat FM are contemporary songs, sprinkled in between are short 2 minute ‘Wisdom of today’ 
devotions which act as advertisements for the gospel!  Many people tune in to listen to the music 
and get gripped by the gospel messages in this way. 

What role does Reformed Faith and Life – Canada play in the broadcast ministry of Radio 
Sahabat? 

Reformed Faith and Life – Canada has been a great blessing for the broadcasting ministry in 
Indonesia.  We are thankful that through RFL we are able to air our sermons, Bible study 
discussion program done by church leaders and STAKRI’s lectures (STAKRI is a theological 
training school established by Mission Timor in Kupang).  Besides, those programs we also have 
Wisdom of today, a two-minute spot during which a specific Bible verse is explained and applied 
to real life situations.  The aim of these spots is to reach people in all walks of life and bring in 
focus the Bible as the solution to life’s problems. 

Another great program that’s loved by our listeners is Kids’ Club.  That’s a weekly children’s 
program aimed at listeners between the ages of 6-12.  This program has been a great blessing not 
only for members of our churches, but others in the community as well.  Some parents love to 
listen to the Bible stories, too!  One of our listeners, Sus Merry, says, “every Wednesday 
afternoon, I have three of our children with me, together with 2 other children from the 
neighbourhood, to listen to the Bible story from Sahabat radio.  I want to listen to the story so 
that I can retell it again to my children if they miss anything.  Some stories I already knew but 
some are new to me.  I’m so thankful that I can listen to those stories.” 

What was Cyclone Seroja?  How did Cyclone Seroja affect Radio Sahabat? 



Cyclone Seroja was a severe tropical tornado which traveled through West Timor on April 4th, 
2021.  A trail of destruction was left behind, with 20,000 homes and 5 bridges destroyed.  The 
power supply network was destroyed, and it took weeks for this to be restored.  The Sahabat FM 
tower toppled over, lifting up the transmitter and then sending it crashing back down as the tower 
fell to the earth.  Fallen trees severely damaged the roof of the station.  The impact was 
enormous and it took months to restore the station to working order.  Funds were raised, 
especially through Reformed Faith and Life – Canada, for a new tower and transmitter.  Funds 
were also provided through Canadian Reformed World Relief Fund to repair the building. We are 
so thankful that after the station was off the air for more than a year, it’s up and running again! 

Can you describe the “typical listener”?  Have you heard from people who have been tuning in? 

We do get a general idea of who the listeners are, where they come from and what they like, 
based on the number of calls and text messages we receive, the survey we’ve done, plus 
coverage areas and social media comments etc., we estimate that there are about 10,000 – 15,000 
listeners. 

Sahabat FM serves the general public, therefore it is hard to describe the “typical listener”.  It 
could be a housewife listening in during chores, students doing their homework, or office 
workers playing Sahabat FM for background music.  We often meet people “at random” while 
we’re doing groceries, or at birthday parties or funerals who recognize Pastor Ed’s name from 
the messages played on air! 

For many Sahabat FM has truly become the friend that accompanies them every day during their 
daily tasks and/or times of relaxation!  Far more amazing is the fact that many have come to 
know the only true Friend, Jesus through the programs aired at Sahabat FM. 

What’s your vision and mission going forward? 

Indonesia is a Muslim-majority country, of 280 million people.  Internet usage is growing 
throughout Indonesia.  So we hope that through our current program at Sahabat FM, we will be 
able to do more broadcasting using the tools available through the internet, to spread God’s Word 
via podcasts, or any other social media. 

 


